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“Do children of the influential and      
affluent have an advantage over other      
children?” 

 

That   is   a   great   question! 
 
According to Malcolm Gladwell and his book “David and Goliath”          
the answer might surprise many. The answer Mr. Gladwell         
shares is that not only might they “Not” have an advantage but            
they   “MAY”   actually   have   a   disadvantage. 
 
Mr. Gladwell shares how he sat down and talked with          
one of the most powerful people in Hollywood. This         
very wealthy man had created amazing wealth with all         
that   went   along   with   it. 
 
Page   47 
“He was sitting in his home office, as he said that - a             
room easily the size of most people’s houses - and then           
he finally came to the point. He had children that he           
loved very dearly. Like any parent, he wanted to         
provide for them, to give them more than he had. But           
he had created a giant contradiction, and he knew it.          
He was successful because he had learned the long and hard way about the              
value of money and the meaning of work and the joy and fulfillment that comes               
from making your own way in the world. But because of his success, it would be                
difficult for his children to learn those same lessons. Children of multimillionaires            
in Hollywood do not rake the leaves of their neighbors in Beverly Hills. Their              
fathers do not wave the electricity bill angrily at them if they leave the lights on.                
They do not sit in a basketball arena behind a pillar and wonder what it would be                 
like   to   sit   courtside.      They   live   courtside.” 
 
The   gentleman   went   onto   share   .   .   .  
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“My own instinct is that it’s much harder than anybody believes to bring up kids in                
a wealthy environment,” he said. “People are ruined by challenged economic           
lives. But they’re ruined by wealth as well because they lose their ambition and              
they   lose   their   pride   and   they   lose   their   sense   of   self-worth.” 
  
First generation parents of wealth are often so busy working very hard to build it               
that   they   do   not   teach   their   children   how   to   appreciate   it,   keep   it   and   build   on   it. 
 
There is a mastermind group named “Kids At Risk” which is not only focusing on               
the kids in the inner city who are, without question, at risk, but also children of,                
let’s   call   them,   the      I&A   (Influential   &   Affluent)   parents.  
 
Parents of I&A children are often caught off guard and/or are unsure how to best               
raise their own children, or how to best help their grandchildren to see ongoing              
success   in   every   area   of   their   life.  
 
If you would like to be considered for joining this mastermind group please             
complete the following short questionnaire. A member of the group will give you             
a call and complete a 30 minute phone interview to determine if you would be a                
good fit for the group and the group could assist you in achieving own personal               
Life   Vision.  
 

www.DNAforSuccess.com/Mastermind-groups/Kids-At-Risk/Survey 
 
NOTES   From   30   Minute   Interview   /   Strategy   Session 
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What’s   the   solution   .   .   .  
Obviously there are many possible solutions and more than one may be required             
to see success. It’s a multiple front attack as our I&A children may be be at                
greater risk than the general population and there will be pressures that they             
face   that   other   children   will   not.  
 
[         ]   -   1.   Obviously   the   first   thing   one   should   do   is   to   buy   the 

book   “David   and   Goliath”   by   Malcolm   Gladwell   as   a 
parent   of   influential   and   affluence   AND   buy   a   copy   for 
everyone   of   one’s   children. 

 
I&A children often do not realize how at risk they are. Our I&A children believe               
they are strong, smart and successful when in fact they often are not. They are               
fortunate to have been born into a family where they are given things that other               
children are not given. Helping children of I&A to be humble and realize that they               
may have a greater likelihood of depression, despair, drug and other addictions,            
and suicide than the general population will help them to see / know the truth . . .                  
“and   the   truth   will   set   you   free.”         John   8:32 
 
NOTES 
1.   What   did   I   learn? 
 
 
 
2.   What   action   will   I   take   from   what   I   learned? 
 
 
 
3.   What   do   I   need   to   learn   next? 
  

©    www.DNAforLIFE-Laws.org                                                                                                                                           3 

http://www.dnaforlife-laws.org/


 
[         ]   -   2.   Watch   The   Lion   King   movie   together   and   talk 

after   about   all   the   lessons   learned. 
 
There are many lessons to be learned in the movie and it’s            
exciting to see what lessons children will often see that we           
do not. One lesson that very few adults or children see           
applies   to   raising   children.  
 
Mufasa (the father) taught Simba (the son) how to be a           
great hunter by starting him with the easy prey of the Zazu.            
Simba, the son, gained confidence to become a great hunter . . . and then               
became too confident which ended in Mufasa’s death due to his son’s poor             
choices.  
 
Most parents, regardless of wealth, seek to help their children succeed. I&A            
parents have a greater capacity to give their children things which often will hurt              
their children in the long term. Teenagers and young adults often believe they             
can do things they really are not able to do at that point in their lives and don’t                  
believe   they   can   do   things   that   they   really   can   do.  
 
Mark Boersma calls it the Teenage Principle. Mark and his wife Rosanna have             
seven   children,   four   of   which   were   teenagers   at   the   same   time.  
 
Mark observed that teenagers are overconfident in things that they should be            
overconfident about and under confident in and under confident about things they            
should be confident about. He picked this lesson up when his daughter Melissa             
was learning to drive. She was terrified the first time she drove and did great. Six                
months later she almost hit a tree backing out of the driveway because she didn’t               
listen   to   her   father   and   had   become   overconfident.  
 
NOTES 
1.   What   did   I   learn? 
 
 
2.   What   action   will   I   take   from   what   I   learned? 
 
 
3.   What   do   I   need   to   learn   next? 
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[         ]   -   3.   Join   a   mastermind   group   with   our   children. 
 
Have you ever noticed that people in similar groups often have a hard time              
listening to people outside their own groups. For example, young white males            
seem   to   have   a   hard   time   listening   to   others   who   are   not   young,   white   and   males.  
 
This, of course, is not always the case, but it’s often the case. This is not only                 
true with young white males but also girls, men of all ages, women of all ages,                
Blacks,   Hispanics,   wealthy   families   and,   really,   any   ethnic   or   any   group   of   people. 
 
When we expose our I&A children to a wide range of ages, ethnic backgrounds,              
educated and other types of individuals we empower them to learn to think as a               
wide variety of others think.The greater our ability to learn to think in various              
ways - types of thinking, personalities and learning modalities - the greater our             
true   education   will   be. 
 
A strong part of a solid education is learning to deeply respect all types of               
intelligences, cultures and experiences. We as I&A parents desire, like most           
parents, our children to see success in every area of life. We want to see our                
children gain confidence -the true deep confidence is learning to be humble and             
knowing at a deep level. That humility       
can   be   summed   up   in   the   saying,  
“The more we know, the more, we know        
we   don’t   know. 
 
To help us and our children stay humble,        
great to watch this video and realize       
really how little we know and how little        
power   we   have. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMLPJqeW78Q 
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NOTES 
1.   What   did   I   learn? 
 
 
2.   What   action   will   I   take   from   what   I   learned? 
 
 
3.   What   do   I   need   to   learn   next? 
 
 
If you have a heart for helping I&A children, if you are the parent of an I&A child                  
and/or really any child please Pay It Forward and share this with other parents              
and   I&A   children.  
 
There are many great resources available through Life Masteries Institute,          
Legacy   Partners   and   Kids   At   Risk.  
 
To gain additional information on resources which may be of interest to you             
specifically please complete the following short online survey and someone will           
connect   directly   with   you   to   further   assist   you.  
 

www.DNAforSuccess.com/Mastermind-groups/Kids-At-Risk/Survey 
 
Another   great   resource   is   the   “Dimensional   Living”   workbook. 
 

www.DNAforSuccess.com/Mastermind-Groups/Kids-At-Risk/Workbooks 
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“This white paper / movement is an amazing message and one that every             
influential / affluent parent should take to heart. In our business, we work with              
very influential / affluent families and in building an old world conservatory we             
become very close to many of our clients. It’s heartbreaking to hear the stories of               
children of influential and affluent families where their lives have been devastated            
and   often   even   lost   due   to   the   hidden   traps   of   wealth   and   influence.  
 
This is something everyone who is connected to influential / affluent families has             
a responsibility to share with these families. It truly could be the difference             
between   life   and   death.”  
 

Alan   Stein   -   President    www.TanglewoodConservatories.com 
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